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Join Us for Worship on Sundays In  
Person or through our YouTube  
Channel. Find our channel easily by  
going to our website www.lcrstl.org  
or search lcrstl on YouTube 

Upcoming Events: 
 

Reformation -  Saturday and Sunday, October 30 & 31 
Trunk or Treat - Sunday, October 24, 4:00 p.m. 

All Saints - Saturday and Sunday, November 6 & 7 
Festival of Sacred Christmas Music - Sunday, December 13, 4:00 p.m. 

 

Visit www.lcrstl.org for more events and information! 

 

Volume 2021 ǀ Issue 3 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, “WHAT’S NEXT?!” 
 

Can you feel it? The energy at Resurrection? The pull and presence of the Spirit? The optimism for the  

future?  
 

I hope so; I sure can! 
 

For me, our current state paints a picture of the Israelites, our ancestors in following God in faith. Picture 

them, throughout their time leaving Egypt, through the wilderness, and into the promised land…  
 

After the first, then second, then third plagues in which God demonstrated His power over the false gods of 
Egypt, I can almost hear them wondering together in their homes- “what next?!”. After the pillar of cloud and 

fire, those hope-filled former slaves imagining around their campfires in the desert on the Red Sea’s  

shore- “what next?!”. After feeling the mountain shake, and the Jordan part, and the walls of Jericho  

fall- “what next?!” Wonder. Amazement. A yearning to see what was in store for God’s chosen people.  
 

For Resurrection, you and me, God’s chosen people, “what’s next?!” This edition of the Lamplighter will tell 
you. Some of these things are new, some are old, some are old and reimagined, but all are filled with God’s 
presence and promises for His people. Some of these happenings may have already gotten underway by 
the time this hits your physical mailbox, but I’d encourage you to join in anyway, at any point!! I pray you 

take advantage of some of “what’s next?!” here at Resurrection. 
 

Ahead you’ll read about Small Groups revamped, a new year of caring for our community’s children and 

families, Confirmation’s second year in a new format with an offseason of tweaking, National Youth  

Gathering gearing up, children and adults making music to the Lord, a carillon that will let the neighborhood 
know when Jesus is about to show up at 9907 Sappington on Sunday mornings… and even beyond all of 

that, “what’s next?!”  
 

… We will find out! 

Celebrated at 
all Services  

October  
30 & 31 

We Remember 
the Saints on 

November 
6 & 7 



 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, 
Are you ready to meet new people who follow Jesus at  
Resurrection?! Are you excited to dive into the Scriptures?! Are you 
jumping out of your chair with desire for finding refreshment in a 
crazy world?!  
Good, me too.  
Small groups are coming. I firmly believe: SMALL GROUPS ARE  
IMPORTANT BECAUSE THEY ALLOW US TO LIVE AND GROW IN OUR FAITH AND  
FELLOWSHIP IN COMMUNITY TOGETHER.  
I TRUST YOU WILL FIND THE 3 F’S: FELLOWSHIP, FORMATION (IN THE WORD),  
AND REFRESHMENT. 
All the way back in Acts chapter 2, we see the earliest gatherings of Christians coming together- the model 
for modern day “small groups”. You have had them before at Resurrection with much success. This time 
around it will be a slightly different model than what has been done before, but a model I hope you will find 
flexible and engaging, helping you (and us all) to grow as we follow Jesus.  
HOW:  Short term sprints, 8 weeks at a time, a relatively limited commitment and a firm end date. You can 

switch semester to semester as life changes, new days/times/topics every time. You will meet  
 different people every time.  
WHO: Absolutely everyone. This is intended to be multi-generational, allowing our entire worshipping 

community to find somewhere to plug in. Invite your friends, neighbors, co-workers; we intend for 
you to bring people! 

WHAT: Eventually… EVERYTHING dealing with Jesus, His Kingdom, and how we live: The Bible,  
 evangelism, leadership, parenting, marriage, anxiety, culture and community, etc… we intend for 

each semester to grow in the number of groups, topics, and participants!! 
WHEN: Roughly every 3-4 months. The next sign-ups are always around the corner for a new “semester” of  
 gatherings. It will work within our Church calendar (Advent and Lent) and the world’s calendar 

(summer, school schedule, etc…) If this time around doesn’t work, the next signups will be in early 
December for a January/February “semester”.  

Our congregation has been, and continues to be, a family of faith which the Holy Spirit uses to bring people 
to Jesus. Because of your energy and passion, and because Small Groups help us live and grow in our 
faith and fellowship together, I trust these will be used to strengthen us and further expand the impact of 
Jesus’ Kingdom in South County. I hope you’re as excited as I am! See you in a group! 
Pastor Gruenwald  

Advent  
Midweek 

Devotions 
 

Wednesdays at 11:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.  
in the Sanctuary 

December  1, December 8 & December 15 

Festival of  
Sacred  

Christmas Music 
Sunday,  

December 13   
4 p.m. 

 

Children’s Church and Nursery are simple, exciting ways to get involved 
with Resurrection’s youngest members. Do you love kids and love to share 
the gospel with them in an engaging, interactive format? Then join our 
Children’s Church and/or Nursery team and volunteer, even just once 
a month (little prep work and 20 minute teaching/activity time). For 
details call Lisa Krueger at 314-843-4980 or email Lisa@lcrstl.org. 

Mark Your Calendar! 
Trunk or Treat 

Sunday, October 24, 4:00 p.m. 
Candy, Photo Booth and FUN! 

Watch for more details and registration at www.lcrstl.org 

Calling All Artists! 
 

Do you paint or draw? Contact  
Jamie in the church office for more  

information or to join in on a new artsy project at 
Resurrection! 

A big thank you to Boy Scout and LCR member, 
Ben, for building this Gaga Ball Pit at Resurrection 
for his Eagle Scout Project. Want to learn more 
about Gaga Ball?   
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gaga 

Bethlehem After School 
Program 
Linda Loewenstein and her family 
are continuing to serve at  
Bethlehem on the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesdays. She would love for 
you to join them as they share the 
love of Jesus to these Children of 
God! 

5:45-7:00 at Chapel of the Cross (next to 
Christian Hospital NE) our dates are as  
follows: Sept 15, Oct 6, Oct 20, Nov 3,  
Dec 1, Dec 15 (field trip) 
 

Contact Linda to get involved  
(314) 406-3265 

mailto:Lisa@lcrstl.org


 

Ask any young member of our congregation what the goal of our youth program is, and they’ll be 
quick to answer: to get to know Jesus better, and to get to know each other better along the way. 
In a couple of words—formation and fellowship. Engaging in this effort with our young members 
has been a true joy for me!  
 
Rooted Youth (6th-12th grade) meets downstairs on Sunday mornings during 
Discipleship Hour. We will begin a study on Tim Keller’s Gospel in Life this 
month, coinciding with our congregation’s new small groups.   
 

Our ’21-’22 Confirmation session started up on September 
9th, and will continue to meet on Wednesday evenings from 5:30-7:00p 
through the school year.    

 
First Friday High School nights are in full swing, meeting at church the first 
Friday of each month. Our activity is different every time—we’ve enjoyed 
yard games, movie nights, board games and open gyms, so far.  
 
21 high school students attended our information meeting for the 2022  
National Youth Gathering that will be held in Houston. This event happens every three years, in 
different cities across the country, and we look forward to joining over 20,000 LCMS high  
schoolers next summer.  
 
We are excited to provide some new opportunities for our high school youth this year.  
More information about prayer breakfasts and Monday night open gyms will be coming soon!  
As we look forward to an exciting year, please continue to pray for our young members.  
If you—or a young person in your family—would like to learn more about what’s going on,  
or join us for any of our activities, I’d love to hear from you! 
 
In His Grip,  
 
Pastor Nick 

 
Church bells are used across the globe for calls to worship, 
funeral tolls, wedding peals, and to mark various other events 
in the life of the church. In a very tangible sense, church bells 
connect the congregation to the community and to God.  
 

Bells first called Lutheran Church of the Resurrection to  
worship on Sunday, May 21st, 1961. Over 60 years later, Resurrection’s original cast bell still hangs 
in the tower over our narthex—just look up through the skylight!  
 

Use of the cast bell was replaced with an electronic carillon system in 1986, after the bell  
developed a defect and rang with an increasingly flatter tone. This electronic carillon, operating with 
8-track tapes, was in use until 2009 when it fell into disrepair.  
 

After a little more than a decade, bells will soon ring out at 9907 Sappington again. After approval 
by the MMLT and our voters—as well as the Sunset Hills Board of Aldermen—our congregation 
has purchased an electronic carillon system from the Verdin Company of Cincinnati, Ohio. It is our 
hope that we will be able to ring the bells by Reformation Sunday—and for decades to come.  
 

“Grant, then, O God, Your will be done, 
That, when the church bells are ringing, 
Many in saving faith may come 
Where Christ His message is bringing: 
‘I know My own; My own know Me. 
You, not the world, My face shall see. 
My peace I leave with you. Amen.’”     LSB 645:5 
 

<>< Pastor Nick 

Christmas Eve Traditional Services 
Friday, December 24 

2:00 p.m., 4:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m. 
 

Christmas Day Service 
Saturday, December 25, 10:00 a.m. 

 

Sunday Worship 
Lessons in Carols 

Sunday,. December 26, 10:00 a.m. 

The Toy Drive will replace the Giving Tree this 
year! Look for the donation box in the Narthex 

toward the end of October. 
Thank you for providing New Unwrapped 

Toys for Children in our Community 



 

Thank you all for your time, effort and monetary donations this past year. We are blessed to have the support of so 
many faith filled believers. Even during Covid-19 you all surpassed our budgeted income goal!  

This allowed us to pay off the mortgage on our 2010 Building Addition early — something we can all be proud of! 
Through your donations, we can continue to fund not only the ministries here at Resurrection, including the National 

Youth Gathering next summer but also substantially support Bethlehem and the Belize Mission Society along with our 
community outreach programs like Trunk or Treat, Mission Circle, Hands in Service and Vacation Bible School.   

We are grateful for all the donations received this year and in hope we look forward to the year to come.  
Our sincerest gratitude once again for your generous contributions and  

we pray God blesses you and yours in the coming year. 

Members will be sent a 2021 contribution  
statement via USPS by the end of January 2022. 
To receive a statement via email or if there’s a 
concern with your statement contact Carolyn at 
314.756.2956 or Carolyn@lcrstl.org. 
 

 GIFTS GIVEN ONLINE 
We now have 117 families making online donations to 
Resurrection through Vanco Payment Solutions . The 
gift date is recorded as the date on which the funds 
are taken out of your banking account or are charged 
to your credit card. Gifts can be immediately pro-
cessed at www.lcrstl.org. Click on the donate tab in 
the upper right corner of the website. Click on the 
green Vanco button to make a donation.  
 

MATCHING GIFTS 
Some employers also offer matching gift programs. 
Check to see if one is available with your employer. 
This would in effect double your donation! 
 
 

THRIVENT MEMBERS 
Thrivent members can designate Resurrection—ID# 
505367325 as the recipient of their Thrivent Choice 
Dollars. We received over $3,798 from Thrivent last 
year. Please consider directing your Choice Dol-
lars to Resurrection. To donate call 1.800.847.4836 
and say Thrivent Choice.  
 

ALSO Thrivent members are eligible to obtain two 
$250 Action Team Cards per calendar year. These 
help fund our ministries like Robotics, Shut In Bas-
kets, Trunk or Treat and more! To find out more about 
using Action Team cards here at Resurrection contact 
Jamie at 314.756.2957. 

GIFTS OF CASH or CHECKS 

Checks dated on or before Dec. 31, 2021 and mailed via U.S. Postal 

Service with a postmark on or before Dec. 31, 2021 will be counted for 

2021 even if received in 2022. Please do not mail cash.  
 

GIFTS FROM RETIREMENT PLANS 

Ask your tax advisor if you are qualitied to make a direct transfer from an 

Individual Retirement Account (IRA) to Resurrection. Americans age 

70½ or older may use this tool to make a donation from their RMD, to 

Resurrection at any time and potentially save on income taxes. 

Qualified Charitable Distributions must come directly from your IRA ad-

ministrator and made payable to Lutheran Church of the Resurrection . 

Payment should be mailed to: Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, 

9907 Sappington Road, St Louis MO 63128. Ask your IRA administrator 

to include your name and ministry designations with the gift. We will 

send you an acknowledgement letter. These gifts can be sent yearly, 

quarterly or monthly depending on your institutional guidelines. Resurrec-

tion’s Tax Identification Number is 43-0792295. 

If the IRA transfer will be made using stock please see GIFTS OF SE-

CURITIES below and contact John Gower at 314.961.2092 for transfer 

instructions.  
 

GIFTS OF SECURITIES 

Check with your tax advisor. Donating stock may allow you to give the 

total value to Resurrection with no capital gains tax implication for you.  

You may also be entitled to a charitable deduction if you itemize your 

taxes. The gift date is recorded as the date on which the stock is trans-

ferred into Resurrection’s account. Please request the transfer and notify 

the office by Dec. 23, 2021. It often takes a few days to verify transfers, 

particularly during the holidays, and we want to make sure your transfer 

is complete before we close on Dec. 30. If you are planning to make a 

transfer, contact the church office so we can check on it. Transfer stock 

directly into  Resurrection’s brokerage account  

John Gower 314.961.2092 

TD Ameritrade Institutional 

Lutheran Church of the Resurrection  

Account # 902-063258      DTC#0188 

 

Our 2021 FIRST Tech Challenge robotics season is off to a great start!  
Many, many thanks to all of you who donated to our team over the past 

month, including the donations at the Mortgage Burning Breakfast.   
We currently have 14 team members from ages 10 to 18 years.  Three are 
from our church, three are from our Try Bots Lego team, and the rest are 
from our community.  It’s an outstanding group of students and they work 

very well together. We just purchased and received our robot chassis build 
kit, and the learning and building will start in earnest mid-September.  Our first competition is  
expected to be sometime in October or November. Our team meets in the Rooted Youth area 

every Sunday afternoon from 2-4pm.  Please stop by any time to meet and see the team in  
action!  We will keep you posted on competition dates…we’d love to have you come and cheer 

the team on! Contact Kim and Robert Sanders (314) 761-6016 for more info! 

Danke, Merci, Gracias.........there are not enough ways to say THANK YOU for all of the wonderful support for the  
Mission Circle rummage sale.  From the seventy-five volunteers (our own members plus friends supporting us from  
other churches), an insane amount of donations, and generous money from Thrivent for start up fees, we were able to 
raise over 6,800 to be used for mission efforts.  Our first $1,000 is going to the ten teens who helped and will be going 
to the National Youth Gathering next summer.  Other missions who will receive funds are: Monarch-Crisis International, 
St. Trinity-Carondelet Church, Concordia Seminary Woman's Guild bible project, our own Belize mission team, Linda 
Loewenstein for projects with Bethlehem Church, Christian Friends of New America, and River Roads Lutheran 
School.  These were voted on by our members on Sept. 1, 2021.  In addition, left over donations were given to the 
Seminary Thrift Store, Monarch, and Feed My People.  From the bottom of my heart I sincerely thank each of the  
following volunteers. (if I missed anyone please forgive me). Without you this would not have been such a success.  
 

Blessings, 
Janet Rhodes and the Ladies of Mission Circle  

Pam & Dean Adams 
Mia & Taylor Adams  
Mike & Diane Albers (CM) 
Laurie & Eric Baan   
Pat & Les De Lunas (CM)    
Sandy Conway (friend) 
Pam Barth      
Joyce Holtman (CM) 
Verona & Linda Borlesch    
Sandra Louis (SP - Colum-
bia IL)   
Will & Julie Buck           
Lois Mahsman (SP - Des 
Peres) 

Don Claus     
Debbie & Everett Simmons 
(Faith) 
Donna Donavan   
Judy Richardson (CM) 
Char Earnie       
Doug Hanpeter (CM) 
Judy Eckert 
Eric, Luke & Ben Faulstich   
Robin Ferretti      
Warren & Phyllis Fick 
Avery & Sam Fick 
Jack Gerber 
Martha Haertling 

Jamie Wiesehan Hawes 
Joyce & Bob Hemmann 
Susan Hey 
Sara Hochgrebe 
Dave Jackson 
Rich Jauer 
Tyler Langford 
Gloria & Kent Lemp 
Jerry & Janet Linder 
Nancy Matlock 
Larry Matthews 
Glenn & Linda Minnick 
Kennedy Moormann 
Bud & Jeanne Moss 

Rick & Julie Newberry 
Joanne Petrikovitsch 
Rich Reichley 
Charlie & Janet Rhodes 
Shirley Rogles 
Rudy Schmitt 
Maykou & Malachi Seying 
Scott & Lana Smith 
Marie Springer 
Bob Tevlin 
Susan & Maury Wichmann 
Ed & Linda Wieshan 
SP - Saint Paul 
CM - Christ Memorial 


