
Brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Our congregation leaders and staff have been continually discussing when and how to gather for worship. With the 

recent updates for restrictions of public gatherings, we are lawfully and safely moving ahead with plans to resume 

worship in the sanctuary on May 31st. Below are some procedures and precautions that we are enacting. We all have 

different opinions and thoughts for the reopening of our community, and likely with the below procedures, but I trust 

that we all will respect the fact that leadership and staff are earnestly trying to do the best we can to hold worship in 

unprecedented times, both safely and responsibly.  

Beginning May 31st we will offer one service at 9:30am in the sanctuary, with overflow seating in the gym. Social 

distancing will be expected. This service will continue to be live-streamed for everyone who is not yet comfortable with 

public worship.  

We believe it is important to maintain our live-streamed service as it’s currently scheduled for those who will continue 

to live-stream until they are comfortable returning to worship. Live-streaming will continue indefinitely, but will shift to 

the 8:30am time when we return to holding our normal 8:30 and 11am services as we did pre-Covid.  

Below are precautions DURING worship we are enacting in accordance with capacity allowed.  

 Hand sanitizer stations have been installed throughout the building.  

 While not required, we strongly recommend wearing a mask. There will be some available for those who don’t 

have one but wish to wear one. People’s opinions vary widely here, so I trust we will treat one another 

charitably regardless of their preferences. 

 Communion will be done in continuous fashion, one side then the other, keeping 6 feet between families as you 

come forward.  

 Communion will be prepared with gloves and masks worn. 

 Pastor and communion assistants will sanitize hands before communion distribution.  

 Individual cups will be spaced apart to avoid accidental touching of other cups. 

 Pastor will make every effort not to touch your hand as the Body is placed in your outstretched palm.  

 Hymnals have been removed, all music will be printed on bulletins or projected on the screens in the gym. 

Hymnals will be returned as conditions warrant.   

 Pews will be roped off every other pew, and chairs in the gym will be spaced appropriately.  

 No offering plates will be passed, instead they will be placed either en route to communion or at the entrances 

depending on the week.  

 Pastor/vicar will not greet worshipers with handshakes before or after services (and this kills us!!), we may wave 

from 6 feet though! 

 Door handles will be wiped down with disinfectant wipes frequently during gathering and exiting, and all 

available doors will be propped open to prevent touching. 

 If you are sick… STAY HOME!!! Wait until you are better to join us for worship.  

 There will be no Sunday School or Adult Bible Study for the time being. We will announce clearly when these will 

begin again.   

Attending or not attending public worship is an individual choice based on many different circumstances and factors. 

Whatever you decide, we understand and support your decision; return when YOU are ready and comfortable. Our 

livestream service will continue indefinitely as mentioned above. 

Finally, I speak for all our staff in thanking you for your prayers and the many expressions of love and encouragement 

these past eight weeks. It is an honor and a privilege to serve you. Please reach out if you have any questions or 

concerns. 

Pastor Gruenwald & Ministry Staff 

 


