
Brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Swift to its close ebbs out life's little day; 

Earth's joys grow dim, its glories pass away; 

Change and decay in all around I see— 

O Thou who changest not, abide with me. 

There continues to be a lot of change around us and throughout our world. One of the most obvious examples of 

change right now is Holy Week- the climax of Jesus’ story, the climax of history’s story, which this year will be 

unlike any other we have had before or will (hopefully) ever have again. Where we would normally be preparing 

Communion for Thursday, getting out the giant wooden cross for Good Friday, preparing candles for Saturday’s 

Vigil, and receiving dozens of white lilies for Easter Sunday, instead we are running cords and cables, double 

checking our cameras and our YouTube account. It is hard- very hard to consider the reality of not seeing all of 

you with your families, repenting, mourning, singing, and rejoicing together through the course of the four most 

important services of our year.  

Nonetheless, don’t forget, don’t ever forget, that changes NOW cannot change what happened THEN. While we 

will (unfortunately) be worshipping virtually and not in person, the Holy Spirit that has made His home in your 

homes WILL bind us together, just as He already has through our baptisms. We are one family, one Body of Christ, 

even at a distance. You are not alone, and Jesus’ story will be re-lived and celebrated among us (thanks YouTube!)  

Furthermore, I firmly believe that this season of change and this Holy Week will only serve to strengthen us. As St. 

Paul says… 

“Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance 

produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has 

been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.”- Romans 5 

There are many things we may never take for granted again- eating out, driving to work, 2 day Amazon Prime 

delivery that is running ONE DAY LATE, our children’s teachers, semis on the highway, or quality toilet paper, just 

to name a few. But I hope more than any of those that corporate worship IN THE FLESH with fellow Christians is at 

the top of the list. As great as it is to be able to worship virtually together, I pray that this time of suffering 

produces endurance and character, so that sitting on our couches will not become the new normal for our 

weekend gatherings of Word and Sacrament.  

Live streaming will continue after this is all over, and will continue to improve (though Justin’s already got it 

humming!!), but it is primarily for those who CAN’T be with us, or who are testing the waters of this whole “Jesus” 

thing before diving in. For the rest of us, committed disciples, I hope and pray this only strengthens our resolve to 

grow in love and fellowship, to begin preparing even now for our physical return to Resurrection once it is safe. 

Not simply as a building or an institution, but as a family of faith that lives, grieves, loves, rejoices, suffers, and 

dies together… with hope.  

You are missed by me- and Justin, Jamie, Carolyn, Vicar Chuck, and Lisa, not to mention the rest of our 

congregation.  

Most importantly you are loved by Jesus, who this week is betrayed, dies, and rises to seal His love in blood and 

resurrection. The crucified and risen Jesus abides with you, now and always.  

Pastor Gruenwald 


